
~~~SISTER SPOTLIGHT~~~ 
 

Name :  Brenda J. James 

 

Birthday :  April 19, 1953 

 

Hometown :   Gainesville, FL 

 

Church :  Anderson Memorial COGIC 

 

Husband:  Elder Lowell James 

 (Hey, yeah!!!!) 
  
Date of Marriage :  November 25, 1975 

 

Number of Children:  7 children,  

 14 grandchildren 

 

Occupation :  Nurse / Homemaker 

 

 

         ...Continued on Page 3  

     Worshiper.  Humble.  Determined.  

Servant Leader.  Devoted Wife.  

Loving Mother. These are just a few 

words to describe our District 

Missionary, Brenda James.  Saved in 

1977 and called into ministry in 1981, 

Missionary James recently accepted the 

position of District Missionary for the 

Gainesville District.  She faithfully leads 

the district women, including the ladies 

of YWCC.    

       Her vision for the YWCC 

includes seeing a YWCC in each local 

assembly assisting to continue in the 

development of godly women that will 

be imitators of Christ in every area of 

their lives.     

      On the district level, Missionary 

James wants the local YWCCs to 

come together and fellowship thereby 

developing relationships and creating a 

òcross-district sense of familyó.  This 

enables everyone to be more effective 

in reaching out to the community at 

large.  Read on to learn about this 

issueõs Sister SpotlightñDistrict 

Missionary Brenda James. 

     The Young Women Christian 

Council (YWCC) exists to fulfill three 

major functions within the Church of 

God in Christ.  The first purpose of 

YWCC is to get young women into 

the Word of God, applying those Bible 

truths to their lives, thereby enabling 

them to live victoriously through 

Christ.  We receive this mandate with 

praise and thanksgiving as it will afford 

us the opportunity to be that òliving 

epistle, read of menó being empow-

ered by the Holy Spirit to impact lives 

in our homes, our communities and 

our churches.  

     The second purpose of YWCC is 

to promote Christian fellowship, which 

does not encompass just eating and 

socializing together, but sharing in a 

partnership with each other in Christ.  

As we are partners in the life and work 

of Christ, we acknowledge the need to 

share our lives with one another on a 

personal level. 

     The third purpose of YWCC is to 

instruct, develop and assist young 

women in outreach and evangelism, as 

we are committed to active ministry 

both internally and externally for the 

sanctifying, unifying, and edifying of the 

Body of Christ to the Glory of God. 

District Missionary Brenda James 

with her husband,  

Elder Lowell James  

Sister Spotlight: Our District Missionary, Brenda James  

The Purpose of YWCC  

Young Womenõs Christian  Council  
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òLet no man despise 

thy youth; but be 

thou an example of 

the believers, in 

word, in 

conversation, in 

charity, in spirit, in 

faith, in purityó  

1 Tim. 4:12  

YWCC First Annual Retreat:  A HUGE Success!!! 

 

Missions, Outreach & Evangelism 
April 24, 2008 :  YWCC    

members joined Sister 

Najah N. Adams at the 

Marion County Judicial 

Center for her long-

awaited Swearing In  

Ceremony.  The       

ceremonies were con-

ducted by the Honorable 

Raymond T. McNeal.  

Sister Adams is now a 

member of the Florida 

Bar.  After the ceremony, 

several YWCC members 

went to Kissimmee to set 

up for the retreat. 

April 25 -27, 2008:  The 

First Annual YWCC  

Retreat took place at the 

Five Star ResortñStar 

Island in Kissimmee,  

Florida.  Food, fun,    

shopping, and laughs were 

had by all! 

June 6, 2008:  YWCC 

participated in the Banner 

March during the Gaines-

ville District Meeting held 

at Williams Temple 

COGIC.  Our beautiful 

banner was made by none 

other than our talented 

Vice PresidentñSister 

Caronne Rush!  Thanks 

Sister Caronne! 

August 2008 :  Several 

YWCC members assisted 

in coordinating the     

Ordination Celebration of 

our own Elder Adrian T. 

Manley.  Almost 100 peo-

ple attended this joyous 

event. 

What to Bring :   

An all white church outfit 

An all black church outfit  

A banner march outfit (TBD). 

Business casual outfits for the 

daily sessions / workshops 

Plenty of pantyhose!!!! 

 

Our State Womenõs 

Convention ñDonõt Miss It! 

Theme :  Holy Women 

Marching Into The Future via 

The Old Path With Prayer, 

Praise and Power 

Scriptures :  Jeremiah 6:16; 

Isaiah 35:8; Acts 1:8 

Convention President : 

Mother Elizabeth G. Crooms 

What to Expect:  

Powerful prayer, praise and 

worship 

The opportunity to participate 

in the State Choir during 

nightly services 

Fellowship with other ladies 

from our talented jurisdiction 

Dynamic nightly speakers! 

to assist with the set up for the 

weekend. 
 

FRIDAY  
 

        On Friday, everyone 

arrived at the resort, promptly 

greeted with their room 

assignments.  The luxurious 

suites were well equipped with 

two to three bedrooms, full 

kitchen, dining room, living 

room, and personal verandas.  

The master bedrooms had 

their own bathrooms complete 

with an oversized Jacuzzi tub.  

The other bedrooms then 

shared a bathroom, designed 

with tiles and marble.  Each unit 

also had its own washer and 

dryer combination.  On site, 

there were tennis courts, pools, 

exercise rooms, and water 

sport activities.  There was 

something to meet the fancy of 

everyone. 

 

écontinued on page 4 

 

       The Williams Temple 

COGIC Young Womenõs 

Christian Council (YWCC) 

participated in the First Annual 

YWCC Retreat on Friday, 

April 24 to Sunday, April 27, 

2008 at Star Island Resorts in 

Kissimmee, Florida.  The 

festivities began a day early 

with some members attending 

the induction ceremony of 

Sister Najah Adams in Ocala, 

Florida.  These members then 

went to Kissimmee a day early 

34th Annual  

State Womenõs Convention 
September 16-19, 2008 

Orlando, Florida 

 
Daily:  Workshops / Prayer 

Tuesday:  Musical 

Wednesday: Evangelist & Singer  

Karen Clark-Sheard 

Thursday :  Mother Croomsõ Night 

Friday :  Official Night,  Bishop Dixon 

 

Y O U N G  W O M E N õ S  C H R I S TI A N   C O U N C I L   

YWCC members at 

Sister Najah N. Adamsõ 

Induction Ceremony in 

Ocala, Florida.  The 

Honorable Raymond T. 

McNeal presided over 

the event. 



Our Health: Raising Awareness about HIV / AIDS 
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      Everywhere we turn there is an 

òAwareness Monthó for something.  

Letõs take a moment to be òawareó 

of our health. Some of our own 

YWCC members have a wealth of 

health knowledge to share. 

      Human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV) is the virus that causes AIDS.  

African-Americans make up 13% of 

the U.S. population, but 47% of all 

HIV / AIDS cases.   In 2001, African

-American females had over 21 

times the AIDS rate of non-

Hispanic white females.  These 

statistics, taken from the Office of 

Minority Health, U.S. Department 

of Heath and Hunan Services, show 

that as womenñwe must be 

knowledgeable about our HIV / 

AIDS and STD status. 

      

     As Christians we promote      

abstinence and sex only in the      

confines of marriage.  However, many 

people fall into the sin of fornication 

and adultery and have a òsexual    

historyó.  If you are sexually active, 

know your partnerõs sexual history.  

Know each otherõs medical histories,      

including STD test histories.   

     Planned Parenthood of North 

Central Florida in Alachua County 

offers free and confidential HIV testing 

and counseling.  For more informa-

tion, contact the clinic at (352) 377-

0881.   

On Monday, June 30, 2008 YWCC 

held a Potluck at Williams Temple 

COGIC as their monthly meeting. 
 

Topic:  Making Salvation Attractive 

to my Spouse (and others) 
 

Scriptures:  Ex. 20:3, Prov. 3:6,       

I Thes. 5:17, I Corin 7:12-14; 8:1 
 

Highpoint :  Keep living a live that 

pleases God before those who are 

unsaved.  Remember, there is 

NOTHING too hard for God! 

On Monday, July 28, 2008 Sister 

Tabitha Wiley hosted our monthly 

meeting at her home. 
 

Topic:  Heart to Heart, facilitated 

by Missionary Rosa L. Singleton 

 

Scriptures:  various 
 

 

Highpoint :  No matter what role 

we have to play as women, God is 

able to lead, guide, direct and HELP 

us in everything that we do.   

On Monday, May 19, 2008 Sister 

Evelyn Byron hosted our monthly 

meeting at her home. 
 

Topic:  ElohimñMy Great Creator 
 

 

 

Scriptures:  II Corinthians 5:17; 

Ephesians 2; Colossians 3:9-10 
 

Highpoint :  God does not just 

patch up our old life, He creates a 

new one. 

2008 Meeting Notes: A quick recap... 

Continued from Page 1:  Our District Missionary, Brenda James 

Young  Women  

Applying  

Bible Truths 

 

Young Women  

Promoting Christian  

Fellowship 

 

Young Women  

Outreach & 

Evangelism  

Young Women  

 Encouraging One 

Another 

Her Own Words:  To the ladies 

of YWCCñalways be in control [of 

yourselves], especially with your 

words.  You do not always have to 

be right.  Even if you are right, it is 

not a ticket to always say what you 

want to say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Words:  The ladies of 

Williams Temple COGIC YWCC 

want Missionary James to know 

that we love and support you.  

Thank you for believing in this 

auxiliary and allowing us to grow 

into the women that Godõs calling 

us to be.  Thank you for supporting 

our works and offering us vision 

and direction for the future.  As 

our bishop says, òWe are better 

together!ó 

 

Favorite Scripture:  And this is 

the confidence that we have in him, 

that if we ask anything according to 

his will, he heareth us: And if we 

know that he hears us, whatsoever 

we ask, we know that we have the 

petitions that we desired of him.    

~ I John 5:14-15 
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òWhat a great 

weekend!  Iõm 

already looking 

forward to our 

next get away!ó 

~Sister Briana 

Ford in an e-mail 

to fellow YWCC 

members 

Sister Jasmine Singleton 

and Sister Janay McCray 

at the Retreat 

More Retreat Recap 

First Annual Retreat continued... 
       The ladies kicked off the 

retreat by playing a name-

game.  Each person drew the 

name of another lady and had 

one minute to describe this 

lady to the groupñwithout 

mentioning the ladyõs name.  

After the member gave their 

description of the lady, they 

then summed everything up in 

one adjective to describe the 

respective lady.  Whatever 

adjective the member picked 

for the lady was the new 

ònameó given to each girl for 

the weekend.  It turned out to 

be a funñand interestingñ

combination of names and 

provided many laughs.   

        The evening continued 

with more gamesñincluding 

the òMissionary Singleton 

Designeró outfit contest.  

Here, the ladies had to use 

toilet paper, ribbon, 

construction paper (and 

anything else they could find) 

to make Missionary Singleton a 

church outfit.  Each group of 

girls selected one model to 

showcase the òoriginal 

creationsó.  Missionary 

Singleton then picked her 

favorite outfit.  It was hilarious 

to see Sister Janay McCray, 

Sister Caronne Rush, and 

Sister Jasmine Singleton 

prancing around in toilet paper 

and ribbons!   

         As the night went on, 

the ladies played a rousing 

game of Taboo.  The 

competitive nature of the 

ladies really came through in 

that game!  After 2 hours, one 

team finally one and the ladies 

called it an evening. 

     Keep reading below for 

more Retreat Recap News!!! 

 

 

 

 

with a full course meal and 

entertainment.  After the 

dinner show, the ladies 

returned to the Resort and 

finished the night out with a 

few games and fellowship. 
 

SUNDAY  
 

        The retreat ended on 

Sunday with everyone 

returning safely throughout the 

day. 

        The women of YWCC 

wish to formally thank 

everyone who participated in 

the retreat and all those who 

contributed their time, energy, 

finances, food, and other items 

to make this event a success.               

A special thank you goes to 

Sister Kandis Patrick, Sister 

Katrina Manley, and Sister 

Felissa Scott for coordinating 

the event.  Sister Briana Ford 

summed up the weekend best 

when she said, òWhat a great 

weekend!  Iõm already looking 

forward to our next get away!ó 

SATURDAY  
 

        On Saturday morning, 

Sister Najah Adams and Sister 

Caronne Rush prepared a full 

breakfast spread of eggs, grits, 

bacon, biscuits, fresh fruit and 

drinks.  Sister Katrina Manley 

also prepared her very tasty 

breakfast casserole.  Saturday 

afternoon was free time for 

the ladies as most òhit the 

streetsó to shop and hang out.  

On Saturday evening, the ladies 

attended Arabian Nightsña 

nearby dinner show complete 

Y O U N G  W O M E N õ S  C H R I S TI A N   C O U N C I L   



RETREAT RECAP 
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Welcome to the beautiful Star Island in Kissimmee, Florida!! 

Yummy!  Saturday Morning Breakfast  

 Now this is a Friday 

Night Fashion Show!  

So, whoõs ready to 

shop on this beautiful 

Saturday  morning?  

Iõm the cutest 

little Mascot in 
the world...and I 
know it!  

Saturdayõs Arabian Nights Dinner Showña show it was!  


